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1.1

1.2

Co-funded by
#4 the Eusopoan Union

0 inteitey B
NEXT MED

DigitalLifes4ALL
Tender for External Auditor for Donor-Funded Project

Introduction
Project Title

An Adult & Lifelong Learning initiative to enhance the digital skills & smart
competencies of seniors (DigitalLifed ALLL)

Background
Interreg NEXT MED is a Programme funded by the European Union (EU) that supports

transnational cooperation through the financing of joint projects, which aim at making the
Mediterranean area more resilient to the shared challenges it faces. Due to the nature of
the Programme, as well as, its wide geographic range of action, two branch offices
(Antennas) were established; i) Antenna for the Eastern Mediterranean located in
Agaba/Jordan and operated by the Aqaba Special Economic Zone Authority (ASEZA)
and ii) Antenna for the Western Mediterranean located in Valencia/Spain.

The Managing Authority (MA) is the Autonomous Region of Sardinia; Italy is
responsible for the day-to-day operational and financial management of the Programme.

Contracting Authority
The contracting authority for this tender will AL-Balga Applied University (BAU)

Subject of the Engagement
The subject of this engagement is the Financial Reports for the period covering

24/(67/2025 to 23/01/2028. The financial information, which is subject to verification by an
External Auditor, is all information, which makes it possible to verify that the expenditure
claimed by the project in the Financial Report has occurred and is accurate and eligible.
Audit Objectives

The external audit shall cover the project direct expenditures on technical assistance
budget with the aim of certify the statement of revenues and expenditures presented by the
project in its annual financial report, and in particular to certify that stated expenditure
has actually been incurred and is accurate and eligible.

Under the DigitalLifedALL, a project co-funded by the European Union under the -
Interreg NEXT MED Programme, please submit on the subject above as detailed in
the attached file, taking into consideration the following:

Abidance to the required audit scope, methodology, and guantity of reports as stated
in the technical specifications.

Prices must be quoted in EUR, excluding VAT.

The auditing firm must be experienced and specialized in external auditing and
financial review of donor-funded projects.

The supplier must have awvalid bank account under the company’s name that
accepts bank transfers.

The auditor must be registered in the Register of Practicing Auditors at the Jordanian
Association of Certified Public Accountants and hold a valid license to practice the
profession. _

The auditor must have no less than two years of practical experience as a practicing
auditor in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan after being registered in the Association’s
Register of Practicing Auditors. If the experience was gamed outside the Kingdom, it
must not be less than three years.
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The auditor must not be prohibited from practicing auditing at the time of submitting the
application, and must not have a final criminal judgment issued against them for
professional errors or legal violations related to the profession.

The auditor must not have been subjected to more than two sanctions for committing
professional errors or legal violations related to the practice of the profession by any
relevant regulatory or supervisory authority; a warning shall not be considered a sanction

for the purposes of enforeing this article,
Use of internationally recognized audit standards (e.g. ISAs, INTOSAI standards).

. Capacity to liaise with multiple partners in cross-border projects and understand audit

data from international partners.
Experience with digital tools or platforms used in Interreg/ENI financial reporting is

desirable.
Excellent reporting skills in English (written and spoken), as all audit deliverables must

be submitted in English.
Payment will be made by bank transfer in the invoice currency, within 60 days afier

delivery of the final audit report and submission of all required financial documents and claim
forms.

TOR (Terms of Reference)

Duration: 3 years

Tentative starting date: 24/07/2025

Duty Station: Jordan

Expiration date of the Request for Services: 23/01/2028

Tasks of Auditor
Provide all required audit deliverables for BAU-aftfiliated Interreg NEXTMED projects

(DigitalLife4ALL), based on the project’s reporting timeline.

Perform 6 expenditure verification audits (one every 6 months) of BAU-affiliated
Interreg NEXTMED projects’ financial documentation in line with Interreg NEXTMED
audit guidelines and national eligibility rules, ensuring use of any compulsory financial
reporting and expenditure verification templates provided by the grant program.

Prepare six expenditure verification reports (one per reporting cycle) per project verifying
the completeness and accuracy of provided expenditure documentation.

Conduct biannual reviews of financial performance and compliance status. Highlight
financial risks, potential audit flags, or areas for improvement.

Ensure consistent quality of the 6 audit reports per project,

Liaise with the projects’ financial and coordination teams to ensure timely access to
documents, explanations, and clarifications.

Participate in ad hoc coordination or clarification meetings with the Lead Beneficiary’s
auditor or external controllers,

Audit Description

In order to reach the audit objectives, the auditor should ensure that the following issues
have been met:

Ensure that expenses claimed in the financial reports are eligible:

Expenses incurred by the project are related to the Programme,

Activities executed and/or financed with the Programme funds were foreseen in the -
contractual basis of the Programme. In particular, the auditor should ensure that expenses
have not been incurred for private purposes, unless this is foreseen by the Programme
contractual basis; '

Expenses fit into one of the captions of the Programme budget agreed upon;

2
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Programme budget [ines have not overrunﬁ
Expenses are adequately supported and have been properly accounted for;

Expenses have been incurred during the audit period;

Expenses charged to the Programme have been conveniently authorized and in
accordance with the MA and BAU contractual procedures and therefore eligible;
Expenses are not expressly considered ineligible by the contractual basis of the

Programme (e.g. taxes).

3.2.2. Ensure that all the Programme income {i.e. Contributions) has been disclosed in the

32.2.1.

financial reports:
Financial contributions to the Programme have been provided in the form, periodicity and

nature foreseen by the contractual basis of the Programme.

3.2.3. Ensure that assets have been acquired and are used in accordance with the

3.23.1.

3.2.3.2.

3233,

contractual basis of the Programme:
Assets exist, are owned by the (BAU), are correctly valued, verifying the established list

of assets;
The procedures used for the acquisition of assets, and the nature of the assets acquired,

are in agreement with contractual basis of the Programme;
Assets are used exclusively in the execution of the Programme. In particular, there is no
private use of the assets (i.e. cars, etc.), unless allowed by the contractual basis of the

Programme.

3.2.4. All liabilities are disclosed in the Programme financial reports and have been

entered into in accordance with the contractual basis of the project/Programme.

3.2.5. The exchange rates used for converting the local costs expenditures into JOD for

4.

4.1.

4.2.

42.1

422
423

424
4.2.5
42.6

4.2.7
4.2.8

4.3.

4.4,

reconciliation with the National Bank Of the beneficiary country ().

Scope of the Financial Audit

The scope of the audit procedures will be based on covering the project direct
expenditures on technical assistance budget.

Examples of the audit procedures to be undertaken are outlined below. The list is not
comprehensive and may be adapted commensurate with the requirements of the audit.
Inspection of original support documentation and verifying the legality and regularity of
expenditure (cornplian_ce with contracts, eligibility, respect of the public procurement
rules, etc.);

Reconciliation of bank accounts and financial information.

Physical inspection of assets and compliance with contracts and eligibility in respect of
supply EC and/or BAU procurement rujes.

Assessment of overheads;

Verifying foreign-exchange aspects of Programme (period, exchange rate, eligibility;
Specific audit procedures to check the correct valuation of the contributions; where
financial contributions are not paid directly to the BO.

Request of representation letters to document oral evidence relevant to the audit conclusions.
Banks confirmation of bank balances, signatures, guarantees, loans, etc.

Auditors will quantify each of the above where identified in order to allow for corrective
actions and also make recommendations to address the weaknesses in the current
procedures.

No extrapolation techniques are allowed. Where material recurrent differences are found
the auditor will extend the sample tested as much as required in order to establish with
accuracy the difference relevant to the total population affected by this error.
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Indicative Schedule of Deliverables

Deliverable Due
1st Interim report Month 7-8
2nd Interim report Month 1314
3rd Interim report Month 19-20
4th Interim report Month 25-26
Final report Month 33

Time Frame

The above-mentioned tasks will be performed through the project period extending from
24/07/2025 till 23/01/2028.

. Audit Execution and Time Table

The external audit shall take into consideration the following;
Audit Period to be covered

24/07/2025 till 23/01/2028. Every six months

Time Table for Audit

One week after signing the contract.
Each audit report must be submitted not more than 2 month from the end of the reported

period. This should include a draft report for comments before the final report.

Audit Location
Al-Balqa Applied University / Main Campus / Salt

. Reporting and Communication

Report Template
The report on this expenditure verification should descrlbe the purpose, the agreed -upon

procedures and the factual findings of the engagement in sufficient detail in order to
enable the owner of the project and the applicant to understand the nature and extent of
the procedures performed by the Auditor and the factual findings reported by the Auditor.
Report should be provided by the Auditor to owner.

Report Copies

As a general rule, reports should be drawn up in English. The final report should be
submitted as; 3 Hard Copies (1 Origin and 2 Copies) and an electronic version, The
report should be drawn up in Word for Windows format and all tables should be in Excel
for Windows format.

Audit Opinion

The audit can issue an opinion on whether the fund provided by the programme to the
owner has actually been used in accordance with the conditions established in the

contractual basis.
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